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learn a lot, says 
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T H E habi tua l ly ' twi t te r ing ' M i n i s t e r of S ta te for 
Ex te rna l Affairs Shashi T h a r o o r has a different take 
w h e n it comes to the recent educa t iona l reforms even, 
a s he says that we still need to learn a lot when it comes 
to comprehend ing In te rna t iona l relations. 

T h o u g h a string of educa t iona l res t ructur ing is 
being done from this academic year in the coun t ry but 
T h a r o o r said, "A handful of inst i tut ions including 
Jawahar la l N e h r u Universi ty that provides special ized 
courses in the subject of In te rna t iona l Rela t ions are 
no t sufficient. We still need to learn a lot in order to 
have a bet ter unde r s t and ing of the in te rna t iona l sce­
nario a s it still is very n o m i n a l in the coun t ry at pres­
ent." 

W h i l e de l iver ing a special lec ture recent ly on 
'Challenges of global governance : An Ind ian perspec­
tive' after be ing bestowed with the dist inguished global 
th inker ' s award 2010 by the I I L M Inst i tute of Higher 
Educa t ion , he said, "Though India is ready to con­
tribute a n d play a responsible role w h e n it comes to the 
in ternat ional organiza t ion like Uni ted Na t ions but an 
improved approach is a necessity as India has a grow­
ing stake in global development ." 

Fu r the rmore , T h a r o o r said that we canno t afford to 
be indifferent or unconsc ious of the in ternat ional sce­
nar io , "These days the problems are wi thou t passports 
which means that the t r ibulat ions be it c l imate change, 
terror ism or t rade protect ionism k n o w n o boundar i e s 
a n d all na t ions are effected by these setbacks irrespec­
tive of the par t of the world ." 

Welcoming his views on the topic of need for glob­
al governance, KV Rajan Convenor I I L M India F o r u m 
remarked , "This is the fifth in the series of distin­
guished global thinker 's awards inst i tuted by I I L M . We 
at tach great impor t ance to his accep tance of the 
award." 

Since 2006, I I L M has h o n o u r e d eminen t leaders 
such a s M S S w a m i n a t h a n , C K Praha lad , Bhiku Parekh 
a n d M e g h n a d Desai a m o n g others w h o addressed the 
ga ther ing on issues of in te rna t iona l concern previous­
ly a s well. 

In te res t ing ly e n o u g h , t he M i n i s t e r a p p e a r e d 
unfazed by the 'twitter' controversies tha t have been fol­
lowing h im for quite some t ime n o w as he said in a 
l ighter vein that, "I needed this shawl (presented with 
the award) as I am ra ther used to of a chilling recept ion 
from people these days." 
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