

















An Exemplary Personalit

“Ignorance is the root cause of
unhappiness. If we have to banish
poverty and unhappiness, we should
make efforts to spread education."

G. D. Birla

Ghanshyamdas
Birla's role as a
pioneer in Indian
business and
industry is
unchallenged.
Equally well
known is his role
in the freedom
movement under
the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. Son
of Raja Baldeo Das Birlas, GD, was born
in 1894 at Plane, a village in Rajasthan
on Ram Navami Day. At the age of 13,
he was already carving out a career as a
trader and broker in gunny and Hessian in
Calcutta. Small incidents sometimes lead
to big changes in a person's life. As a
broker, GD had to call on many British
'Burra Sahebs'. The practice was that some
benches in the waiting room were reserved
for the use of whites only. GD's spirit
rebelled against the humiliation involved;
he decided that he would have his own
Jute Mill. The British business houses were
outraged by this native "Impertinence", but
despite many hurdles they placed in his
way, young GD faced the challenge with
fortitude and finally succeeded in his
mission.

From being a jute baron, he rose to preside
over a diversified empire in textiles,
synthetics, engineering and capital goods.
He has been a strong advocate of
industrialization and according to him, this
could reduce the pressure on the soil and
alleviate economic evils prevalent in the
country. Birla felt that cooperation of
labour and capital is imperative for rapid
industrialization. He was strongly against
strikes and felt that it was harmful for both
the employer and employee. Indian labour,
according to him lacked discipline
regularity and was slow in acquiring
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modern knowledge that led to reduction in
production.

GD came in contact with Mahatma Gandhi
in 1915 and their association soon
became very close. In fact, as early as
1924 Gandhiji wrote to GD that he regarded
him as one of his mentors. In the thirties
Gandhiji began to stay at Birla House
whenever he was in Delhi. Tragically, it was
at Birla House that Gandhiji was
assassinated.

GD gave liberty to public causes and
established several educational institutions,
temples, hospitals and cultural centers. He
was a dedicated educationist. He founded
at Pilani, the Birla Education Trust and Birla
Institute of Technology and Science, an
autonomous body. Pilani is now a major
educational centre. It's 20 years since G.D.
Birla passed away. Yet for his name is so
very familiar as thousands of boys and
girls go to the Birla Institute of Technology
and Science at Pilani for engineering
courses. Birla funded a large number of
public and educational institutions in the
country, like the one at Pilani. The Birla
Education Trust has given impetus to the
emancipation of women and the upliftment
of the Harijans.

Though he did not receive any formal
education but through the medium of
newspapers and books he learnt a lot of
History, Economics and Sanskrit. He was
a voracious reader of biographies and
travelogues. GD was a delegate to the
Second Round Table Conference in London
in 1931 and left his impression on the
deliberations. Shortly afterwards, he was
offered a knighthood, which he declined. A
great believer in the philosophy of Karma
Yoga as enunciated by Lord Krishna in Gita,
work was a passion with GD. He remained
active till the end: death came to him in
London on June 11, 1983 at the age of
89, GD's versatility was amazing. Apart
from his interest in public affairs, he was a
connoisseur and patron of arts, a lively
speaker, a charming conversationalist, an
original thinker and a great patriot and
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nationalist.

Whether it was in starting and endowing
educational institutions and hostels or in
building temples and supporting other
religious causes across the country, or in
the way he bankrolled the freedom
movement and the Congress leaders, G.D.
Birla stands in a class of his own as a
philanthropist.

Birla rendered yeoman service to this
country in his capacity as an unofficial
ambassador to financial institutions such
as IMF, World Bank, etc during the 1960s.
His contribution to economic planning
through the Bombay plan initiative in mid
1940s is also noteworthy.

The 1940s and 1960s were difficult years
for India in the immediate aftermath of
partition but the Birla Empire managed to
grow and became the second largest
industrial group in the country.

Ghanshyam Das Birla is considered to be
the most ambitious and yet the most
conservative of Indian businessmen. As an
eminent philanthropist and industrialist of
international repute, Birla was honoured
with Padma Vibushan in 1957 by
Government of India and with the degree
of Honorary Doctor of Laws by Banaras
Hindu University of 1967,

What we call Life is a wonderful journey -
Full of purpose. When the mission is
realised the person passes away..... This
is the eternal law of nature.....
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